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VISIT HALLGRIMSKIRKJA CHURCH
Visible from almost every angle of the city is the towering
Hallgrimskirkja Church and at the top of the building is a viewing
platform boasting 360° views over the entire city. This is an operating
church, but the tower is open daily, except on Sundays, for tours, unless
a special event is taking place. The church is within walking distance
from our hotel.
The building was designed by Guðjón Samúelsson, one of Iceland’s
most well-known architects, and houses the largest concert organ
in Iceland. The concert organ is 15 meters (49.21 feet) tall, has 5275
pipes and weighs 25 metric tonnes (27.56 US tons)! The building was
opened in 1986. In front of the church is a statue of Leif Eriksson,
who discovered North America in the year 1000, more than 500 years
before Columbus.

REYKJAVIK MARITIME MUSEUM

Nothing has been more vital to Iceland’s survival than fishing, and so it
should come as no surprise that there is a whole museum dedicated to
the nation’s maritime history. You can check out the country’s seafaring
heritage at the Reykjavík Maritime Museum in the newly renovated
part of the Reykjavík’s harbour, known as the Grandi area.
The museum gives a good insight into the life and times of Icelandic
fishermen by displaying great old fishing artifacts, detailed model
ships, mock-ups of wireless signal rooms, and a compass repair shop.

WHALES OF ICELAND
The Whales of Iceland exhibition is a great way to learn all about the whales and dolphins that you
might get a chance to see (or have already seen) on a whale watching tour in Iceland. The museum is
located in the Grandi area, a short walking distance from the Reykjavík Old Harbour from which most of
the city’s whale watching tours depart.
The museum is located in a large warehouse and holds 23 life-size models of the whale species found
in Icelandic waters, ranging from the small harbour porpoises to the enormous blue whale. The whale
replicas hang from the ceiling, are all hand-painted, and each model has personal characteristics based
on a real whale found in the ocean.

THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ICELAND
The National Museum houses many treasures of
Iceland’s history, beginning with the ship in which
Viking settlers crossed the ocean to their new
home, and ending in a modern airport. The vast
collection of art and crafts, tools and furniture,
religious artefacts and archaeological remains for
the permanent exhibition ‘Making of a Nation’, are
organized chronologically so you can easily follow
this journey through time.
The section describing the
settlement era features swords,
drinking horns, a bronze figure
of the thunder god Thor, and the
Valþjófsstaður door, a priceless
medieval church door on which the
legend of Lion-Knight is carved.

Iceland didn’t make its debut in Game of Thrones until season two, but since then it has become
a favorite on the show. After a visit to Gullfoss waterfall, the producers of the show knew that
Iceland’s diverse landscape would be the perfect backdrop for some of the show’s fiercest and
most dramatic scenes like Drogon the dragon hunting for goats, the Hound and Brienne of Tarth
fighting for Arya Stark (only visited during summer season) and when the Wildlings and Thenns
attack Olly’s village.
This tour takes you to some of the filming locations in Iceland where you’ll get to experience
Icelandic nature just like the cast members: take in the majestic, sweeping views, watch dancing
waterfalls, capture the panoramas in the distance, and experience the stillness and solitude.

PERLAN MUSEUM
Perlan Museum has several exhibits; ‘Glaciers and Ice Cave’ exhibition begins with a visit to an ice cave that
has been constructed inside one of the hot water tanks on which the Perlan dome sits.
After walking through the labyrinth of ice, guests are lead to the second floor where they will find an
interactive wall aimed to show them the forces of the glaciers and the volcanic activity under them as well as
multimedia displays with everything about glaciers.
Perlan’s Áróra Northern Lights planetarium show will take you on a journey through time and space and
allow you to witness the spectacular display of the Northern Lights, even in the summer. There is also a fun
and interactive exhibition on water in Iceland, and a virtual reality telescope that allows you to explore the
birdlife—including puffins—at Látrabjarg cliffs.

